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We must look upon these hardships caused by the movement
against the Coloured persons in Canada and elsewhere as being bene-
ficial [to us in the long run]. We are being trained [to resist injustice]
and the eyes of the British are being opened.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 254-1908

111.   SIR HEMT CAMPBELL-BANMRMAN
Newspapers have reported the death of Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, one-time Prime Minister of Britain. Only a few days
ago, we read the news of his resignation from office due to illness. He
never recovered from it.
Sir Henry was a prominent businessman in Glasgow. But, while
in business, he also educated himself. Anxious to devote himself to
public service instead of spending all his time in business, he entered
politics. Many Englishmen do this. Mr. Chamberlain has been a
businessman, and still is.
Sir Henry was a man of kind nature and noble mind. His sympa-
thies were not confined to his own people. Wherever he saw oppression,
his heart brimmed over with sympathy [for the victims]. Even while
he held office as Prime Minister, he did not hesitate to express himself
in strong terms in favour of the Russian people and against the Czar.
His policies have always been sound. When he saw the Boers
being wantonly attacked, he did not hesitate to declare himself
against his own people. He made a very strong speech at the time against
the British soldiery. Soon after he became Prime Minister, he granted
self-government to the Transvaal.
When the [Transvaal] Indian deputation visited England in con-
nection with the campaign against the law, he was very sympathetic
[to the Indian case]. It is said that he had played some part in bringing
pressure on Lord Elgin [to veto the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordi-
nance].1
Sir Henry was nearly seventy-two. Despite his age, he suffered
from no weakness of body or mind. Even at that ripe old age, he chose
to continue in office and work for the public good. We ought to learn
from his example. People in India do not enjoy such longevity, and
even those who live long will not give their time for public service till
the end, We think we are old at forty; if meanwhile we have done
anything worth while, we become conceited, and imagine that there is
* Vide Vol. VI, p. 257.